Wayside on the
Warrior's Road
A History of the Wayside Inn by William A.
Johnston IV

Overview:
The Wayside Inn has gone by many names since its founding in 1797; from "Danner's"
to "Wilkinson's" to "Larrick's" Hotel and beyond. During this time, it has served as a focal point
for travel, culture, commerce, innovation, and war. It is the oldest continuously operating inn in
Virginia, and arguably the first "Motor Inn" It has also served as one of the nuclei around which
Middletown Virginia formed and continues to thrive. Through it all it has served, and been
served by, Route 11, once known as the "Warrior's Road." 225 years on, the inn is still going
strong, and continues to provide a wayside respite for weekend (and other) warriors, eager to
sample the melting pot of heritage and history that is Middletown and the Shenandoah Valley

Historical Synopsis:
Warrior's Road to Washington to Warth: Before the hotel, before the town, before
European settlement, there was the road: a great track known alternately as the "Warrior's
Road," the "Warrior's Trail," and the "Indian Trail."' This track was so named as it was blazed
and used by Native American tribes to move across the Shenandoah Valley. After the first wave
ofEuropean settlement, many native tribes withdrew beyond the Blue Ridge Mountains, using
them as a natural barrier against European expansion, as well as against other hostile tribes.
These tribes included the Shawnee, Huron Wyandot, Tuscarora, and ofcourse, the Shenantoa.
While Europeans had explored the valley as early as 1670, under Johann Lederer, it was not until
Lord Thomas Fairfax was granted 5,282,000 acres ofland in the area in 1719, that the
foundations for settlement began. In 1730, Dutch Fur Traders John and Isaac Van Meter, who
had traded with the natives in the Valley, realized the growing interest in the region, and
obtained a grant for 40,000 acres, part ofwhich (2,138 acres)2 they sold to Jost Hite, a native of
Bonfeld in modem-day Germany. There, Hite built a mill, a tavern, and an"ordinary"
(boarding house/hostel). This was the beginning ofa large influx ofPalatinate Germans (from
western Germany on the Rhine River) who would dominate the area for over a century. Due to
this settlement, the"Indian Trail" became known as the"Great Waggon Road" and, after Jost
built his mill, the"Mill Road."

y Louis Michel in 1707

The land that would form the genesis ofMiddletown, and the future Wayside Inn, was
consolidated under the ownership ofRobert Warth (occasionally written"Dwarfe"). In 1743, he
purchased 150 acres from George Harrison,3 who had purchased 444 acres from Hite in 1736-37.4
By 1745, the Great Waggon Road had grown" ...very difficult for a wagon." And in 1748, Robert
'Broo.\<e, Robert, Book of Surveys, 1732 Survey, George Harrison, Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, VA
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Warth and others were commissioned to be overseers of this road's improvement.5 Around this
same time, Lord Fairfax commissioned a 16-year-old named George Washington to survey his
land grant. Lord Fairfax had been in a dispute with, among others, Jost Hite over who owned the
land in modem-day Frederick County. As such, Fairfax sent his new acquaintance west to survey
his lands and determine who owned what. It has been local legend that George Washington
stayed in a log cabin now situated in (and as part of) the Wayside Inn. However, the closest that
he was proven to have stayed was at Jost Rite's property where he sent his baggage in March of
1748.6 By the time that George Warth (Robert's son) sold the property in 1788, it contained
several "houses...and appurtenances." As this was a 266-acre lot by then, we do not know if the
aforementioned cabin (now the "Old Slave Kitchen") specifically was one ofthem. The man to
whom George sold his German father's lands was also a recent German immigrant. His name:
Peter Senseney

Senseney Town, Danner to Wilkinson, and the Toll Road: Dr. Peter Senseney (1738-1804)
was descended from Swiss Mennonites who had immigrated to Pennsylvania in 1705. Because of
the tolerance shown by the British government for his faith, as well has said faith, he refused to
report for militia service in his hometown of York, PA during the Revolutionary War, and was
fined 90 pounds in 1780-81. He was also taxed double for not swearing allegiance to the new
Revolutionary government in 1781. As such, by 1788, he apparently had left York permanently,
and resided entirely in Frederick County, VA.7 His first purchase in Virginia was in 1777 from
John Warth8 and by 1796 he had secured a charter for what was originally called "Senseney
Town." That same year, he laid out the original lots and streets centered around the Mill Road
which already had houses, shops, and orchards. This included surveying equipment and clock
makers' shops, one of whom was Jacob Danner. Danner would become one of the first to
purchase lots in 1797.9 In these early deeds, the town was already named "Middletown" or
"Middle Town," due to being halfway between Stephens Town and the future Strasburg, VA. On
June 51\ 1799, Jacob purchased the lot on which Wayside Inn now stands. According to local
tradition, an inn was built in 1797 at what was then the Northeast end of the town. The 1799 deed
appears to back this up when describing the property, as it describes the alley next to "P(/T?)
Tavern?" Thus, it might have been known as "Publick" Tavern, "Peter's" Tavern, or "Town"
Tavern. If there was a tavern or inn on the site when Danner took it in 1799, then it is possible
that the structure known as "The Old Slave Kitchen" was the first inn, as it would have been
erected quickly so as to start service by 1797. It was run by Jacob's brother David, as Jacob ran
another tavern southwest of the inn (currently occupied by the Wayside Theatre). At some point
after this, likely before or around 1800, the central brick structure was erected. In 1838, the
Valley Turnpike Company was founded to tum the Waggon/Mill Road into a turnpike. The saw
the paving (then a process called Macadamization) of said road, making for faster and more
comfortable travel. The turnpike and toll house were just northeast ofthe hotel and weary
travelers would routinely sleep there, or simply have some food and drink. 10 By 1846, after the
death of Jacob and a contested conservatorship under George Wright, David sold the hotel to
Israel Wilkinson, by then named "Danner's Hotel."11 He then named it "Wilkinson's Hotel" and
continued to improve and enlarge it. On the eve of the Civil War, he both owned and ran it
alongside his colleague, Jacob Larrick...
Frederick County Road Orders 1743-1772, 5 April 1748, FOB 2, Library of Congress, Call#: F232.F75 L83 2005
'[Diary entry: 14 March 1748]," Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/docwnents/Washington/01-01-02-0001-0002-0004
' Sensenig, Barton, The "Senseneys" of America
' Frederick County, Virginia Deed Book 17, p 222
9
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11 Frederick County, Virginia Deed Book 75, p 10
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Jacob F. Larrick

Susan W. Larrick

Larricks & War Boom & Bust: Jacob Franklin Larrick was descended from French Huguenot
(protestant) immigrants named LaRoque. 12 However, it is also debated that they were of Palatine
German descent. Nonetheless, by December 1857, Jacob co-owned Wilkinson's Hotel with Israel
Wilkinson's heirs (Israel having died in 1857), having married Susan Wilkinson in 1851. By
1862, Larrick owned the Hotel outright. 13 It was during Larrick ownership that the American
Civil War came to Middletown, multiple times over, as the Turnpike was the best means of rapid
transit throughout the Shenandoah Valley.
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One of the earliest known images of the Wayside (Then Larrick's) from James Taylor's Sketchbook
From Left to Right: Sperry's House; Toll Gate; Larrick's Hotel; Toll House

According to the account of James Taylor, a Union soldier at the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19,
1864), the Hotel had hosted Generals from Thomas (Stonewall) Jackson, Richard Ewell, and Jubal
Early (Confederates) to John Fremont, Franz Sigel, and George Crook. The "Jubal Early Room" is
still in use as described by Susan Larrick. 14 During this era, Wilkinson and Larrick continued to
enlarge the hotel, giving it extra wings and bringing it almost to the size and appearance it has today.
Also added was an ornate gate, noted in Taylor's account, but was removed by the 20th century.
Cedar Creek, and the Union victory there, marked the end of Middletown's participation in the
conflict. However, despite the economic depression that ensued, Larrick's Hotel continued to thrive
on the service to and from the Turnpike.
Rollin, David Larrick, Larrick Genealogy, July 1993 Edition
Frederick County, Virginia Deed Book 85, p 539
14 Taylor, James, James E. Taylor Sketchbook: With Sheridan Up the Shenandoah Valley in 1864
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Confederate Visitors: Generals Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson, Jubal A. Earl , Robert E. Rodes, and Ste hen D. Ramseur.

The marks on the community, however, were more than simply reported bullet and cannon-holes.
By 1878, there were two post offices: Republican (associated with the Union) and Democrat
(associated with the Confederacy).
Union Visi. tors: G.enerals Louis. Blenker, Franz Sigel and Horatio G. Wright; also, Colonel Charles Russell Lowell, who was mortally

Jacob's son James Larrick became part of an effort in the l 890s- l 900s to develop a planned
community northwest of Middletown called "New Middletown." This was to have several
factories, churches, and a much larger hotel above the town. Unfortunately, the "Middletown
Land and Improvement Company" went bust in 1905, along with its planned development. Due
to the death of Jacob in 1902, and investments by his successors, James sold the Hotel in 1906 to
Samuel F Rhodes, having previously moved to California. 15
Rhodes, Roads & Automobiles: When Samuel Rhodes took possession of the hotel, it had nine
rooms and supporting facilities. By the end of his life it would be enlarged to 22. While he had
made the purchase, it was his wife, Maggie, who would do most of the work, leaving him to
socialize with the customers.

"Frederick County, Virginia Deed Book 126, p 373

Mrs. Maggie Rhodes

Larrick's Hotel in the Late 19,. Century

Maggie was well known and respected in the community, having served as an auxiliary nurse in
WWI, and several other charities. It was largely thanks to her that the hotel was expanded to its
current size, and that it became a central institution for the community, hosting concerts for
local musicians and local events.16 It was during Rhodes ownership that the Valley Turnpike
Company was dissolved. In 1918, the company collected its last toll, and it became a free and
public road: Route 11. Ironically, it was dissolved at the behest of one of its former leaders:
Virginia Senator Harry F. Byrd, who spearheaded the takeover of several turnpikes throughout
the state.11 Part of the reason for its fall, however, was one of Wayside's blessings: the rise of
the automobile. By 1910, the American Automobile Association listed Wayside as an "Official
AAA Hotel," with motoring giants such as Henry Ford and Harvey Firestone having visited
(although the latter is debatable).18 This gives credence to the claim that Wayside is the first
motor inn, or motel, or at least the oldest in operation. However, the cars tore up the pavement
on the turnpike, and the tolls were not enough to keep pace with maintenance. Despite the lack
of a tollbooth, the Wayside Inn remained prominent on this still-important road, eventually
hosting one of the first radio stations in the Valley (1941), which would become WINC in
Winchester. In 1930, Samuel Rhodes died, leaving the hotel to Maggie. Maggie herself would
die 13 years later, leaving the hotel to her children, and an uncertain fate...

Saved by The Bernstein: In 1961, a Washington financier and real estate mogul named Leo
Bernstein was passing through Middletown. The son of Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe,
and a self-made man, Leo was a staunch believer in the ideals of the American Constitution and
American Historical Society Publication, Vol 5
"The Valley Turnpike Company". U.S. National Park Service. Retrieved 14 September 2017
18 American Motorist, Volume 2, January 1910
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dedicated much of his personal time and money towards the purchase, and preservation of
historical buildings. When he stopped for dinner, he fell in love with the old inn, as many before
and since had. However, it was in desperate need of a renovation, so Leo agreed to purchase the
Wayside from Gertrude Jeannaro, who had acquired it in 1960. and return it to its former glory.
According to both varying local stories, and property records, the papers were signed on June 8,
1961 and so began a 10-year restoration and renovation process.19 He also purchased the entire
series of lots that was the site of the ill-fated "New Middletown" development, as well as a local
theatre. All of these were consolidated into a trust called "The Wayside Inn Since 1797."
According to former employees, Leo would often bring friends from Washington DC up to see
shows performed at the newly dubbed "Wayside Theatre" and to stay at the inn. These parties
would fill the entire hotel and, by all accounts, last well into the night. During this time, it
continued to operate a radio station, WFFV-FM, until 1982. A prominent member of that station
was radio personality, and now podcaster, Barry Lee.20 One of the greatest challenges Leo faced
was in 1985, when the Wayside was all but gutted in a fire. Undaunted, Leo, the employees, and
the town residents threw themselves into its restoration. By the 1990s, the inn was operating
again, better than before, although some a number of blackened beams remain visible for guests to
observe. In 1999 the Middletown Historical Society was formed to better gather, preserve and
disseminate Middletown's rich cultural history. To this day, it operates out of the Wayside,
furnished with a few of Mr. Bernstein's artefacts that he collected and displayed there. Sadly, all
good things must come to an end...

Modernity, Tradition, Pandemic & the Future by the Wayside: When Mr. Bernstein died in
2007, his holdings began to be broken up: some going to "The Bernstein Family Foundation,"
which operates to this day, and some, like "The Wayside Inn Since 1797" having its properties
slowly sold off or donated to historical trusts. The Inn itself remained in the Bernstein Family
Foundation until 2009, when it was sold at auction to Jacob and Lois Charon.21 However, they
painted the exterior a burnt orange color that caused great outrage among the citizens of
Middletown, and many others who had enjoyed visiting the Wayside Inn. Unfortunately business
continued to decline and in 2013, the inn wenlup for auction again, and sold at a much-reduced
value to George and Becky Reeves of Gtth4inia.22 During this period, a large preponderance of
the artefacts collected and displayed by Leo Bernstein were lost or removed. Thankfully, many
still remain to this day. However, in 2020, a global pandemic hit, and from March to August of
that year, the Wayside only sold food via curbside service. While it opened again in August as a
hotel with indoor dining, the Reeves' confidence in its profitability was shaken. In December of
2020, the Reeves sold the Wayside to John Hotaling, who began long-overdue renovations of the
inn.23 In March of 2021, the Wayside Inn reopened for full-service hospitality, to great
celebration and relief.
With the aid of contractors, historians, and enthusiastic and loyal patrons, the Wayside has risen,
like a phoenix from the ashes, ready to take on the challenges of tomorrow. This quintessential
piece of Americana, this "Wayside on the (Weekend) Warriors' Trail," will continue to share with
its patrons the balance of modem innovation, fine cuisine and local tradition, as it has for 225
years...

"Frederick County, Virginia Deed Book 272, p 503
Janney, Josh, "Barry Lee named Middletown Citizen of the Year," The Winchester Star, June 11, 2020
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Architectural Analysis:
The Wayside Inn has a complex and varied style to it. Indeed, if taken as a whole it
could be called "eclectic." However, it is more accurate to state that it has four main styles:
built in four main stages, it exhibits Late Georgian/Early Federal, Greek Revival, Colonial
Revival, and Mid-Century American Vernacular. The initial rectangular plan was expanded
upon to create more space, more facilities, and more rooms as the inn, and the town, expanded.
The Greek Revival center-rear and side additions were indicative of pre-Civil War (antebellum)
architectural trends in the south at the time, as were the Colonial Revival wings on either
extreme of the building in the early 20th century. The main fa9ade faces Route 11, now
Middletown's Main Street and once the Valley Turnpike. The exterior for the original block
would have initially been unpainted, but later painted various shades off and on throughout its
history.
The main (and oldest) block is a five-bay, two-pile deep, two-story brick structure with a
side-gabled roof. The roof is standing-seam metal construction, likely a replacement for a
shingle roof during the late-19th century. A central gable extends from the roof capping a
second-story pedimented portico with four wooden Tuscan columns. The first level has a
nineteen-bay porch with Tuscan columns, some on concrete piers, capped by a low-hipped
metal roof, and a central pedimented portico, with <lentil molding in its cornice. The lattermost
feature is likely an addition post-1906, possibly designed as a porte-cochere, catering to new
motorists as was fashionable at the time. The first-floor windows are nine-over-nine double
hung sash windows while the second floor retains an unusual nine-over six double-hung sash
window arrangement. All windows on the main fac;:ade have a plain, horizontal cornice
indicating Georgian and (later) Colonial Revival styles. They also retain wooden louvered
shutters painted grey blue (occasionally known as Prussian Blue in the 18th Century). The
brickwork appears to be Flemish Bond with evidence of some glazing (deliberately darker
bricks). This would have been very ostentatious for the period and was meant to display wealth.
The central, paneled wood, main door is painted blue and capped by a horizontal paned transom
light, indicative of Georgian architecture. It is flanked on either side by brick chimneys for the
original two parlor rooms (one of which the original dining room). This contained the original
two rooms, described in detail by James Taylor in 1864.
The next extension built between 1820 and 1864 contains the current Hotel Lobby but
was also once the main office during the Civil War. It is (arguably) Greek Revival due to the
era, and (originally) broken-pedimented side-gabled roof). It extends Northeast from the main
block along Rt. 11. It is a three-bay, two-pile, two story, brick structure, also with a side-gabled
metal roof. It retains the same second-floor fenestrations as the main block but possesses a two
over-two double-hung sash window arrangement on the first floor. Despite its smaller size, it is
also a center-hall plan with a central, paneled, wooden door, capped by a rectangular transom
light and unpainted. It retains a brick chimney at its extreme Northeast end. Of most interest, it
retains a three-pile, rear extension, present in James Taylor's drawings that currently envelopes
the "Old Slave Kitchen," which may have been the original structure present in 1797. It
appeared to be originally one and a half stories high, but the second story has been partially
dismantled and partially enveloped by more modern extensions.
Also added during the antebellum era was a rear, T-extension, three to four piles deep,
also brick at the time, now enveloped by modem white siding and built over by further.
Originally two-stories with a side-gabled roof, it has been enveloped by Mid-Century

Vernacular extensions, added by the Rhodes family (1906-1960) and refurbished by Leo
Bernstein (1961-2007). The Rhodes' also added a third story to this section, as part of the plan
to increase the number of rooms from nine in 1906, to 22 by 1941. The first floor of this is
taken up by the main dining room of the hotel. This contained the majority of the Civil-War era
rooms. This also contained a further extension angled 90 degrees Northeast from the end
which, again, has been enveloped by a Mid-Century rectangular block.
Two Colonial Revival extensions were added by The Rhodes Family, as early as 1910:
one on the Northeast extremity, and the other at the Southwest extremity of the building along
Rt. 11, both clad in white siding. The Southeast block is a four-bay, three-pile, two story
structure. It retains two-over-two double-hung sash windows. The door is off-center to the
southeast and serves as an auxiliary door for guests. This wing contains the current formal
dining room, as well as an auxiliary dining room behind it. The Northeastern wing is similar to
the Southeastern in construction but is only three bays wide. It retains two windows on both
floors identical to those of the opposite wing. However, a second-story door with a small metal
balcony is positioned between the second-story windows. Both retain side-gabled roofs, but the
Northeastern wing possesses a rear lean-to extension, and a side chimney.
The current plan is, overall, in a large L-shape. The gaps in the l 81 \191 \ and early 20th
century wings are filled in by what is known as "Mid-Century American Vernacular
architecture." This comprises the brick and masonry sections housing Larrick's Tavern, the
Kitchen, two banquet halls, and extensions to the main dining hall. The entrance to Larrick's
Tavern, facing Northeast, was once accessed via the elaborate wooden gate that originally stood
where the extended portico stands today. This gate was the one that all of Wayside's Civil-War
Guests entered through.
Other buildings of note include a log barn on the Southern corner of the property, with a
brick patio between it and the Inn. This has been used for outdoor events and weddings and may
date back to the Civil War era or beyond.
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Recipes from Washington's Kitchen, As Prepared at Wayside Inn on February 22, 2006 For
George Washington's Birthday
Taken from an article in The Winchester Star on Wednesday, February 15, 2006 by Nancy Talley.
Food was prepared by Chef Robin Smith
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Author's Note: History, and our understanding of it is constantly evolving and changing based on
new facts writings and data that come in. If anyone in the present or future should come across some
evidence that disproves anything written here, please write this author and, if the proof is sound, he
will correct it post haste.
William A. Johnston IV, Historic Preservationist
wllmjohnston4(ll{gmail.com
(410) 353-5993

